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OCTOBER, 188s. 


THE MONTH. 


Alliance, as all our readers are aware, will be held in Glasgow, where there is every 
prospect of a goodly gathering of Christian friends and highly interesting proceed- 
ings, Then the Church Congress will assemble at Portemouth, where a structure 
has been erected for its accommodation. The Autumnal Session of the Congrega- 
tional Union will be held st Hanley, in Staffordshire ; and that of the Baptist Union 
at Swansea, in South Wales. It is gratifying to find te # abundantly and cordially 
hospitality is offered on occasions like these. Denominational distinctions are not 
suffered to stand in the way, but men of all churches come forward to show their 
good-will to the cause of Christ by providing for the comfort of those who in their 
respective spheres represent His cause. Besides their direct use, these conferences 
thus serve the purpose of promoting kindness and fellowship between the various 
bodies of believers ; they further a mutual understanding of each other’s position, 
and foster the spirit of Christian charity even in the midst of strongly-pronounced 
divergences of view. 

the bi-centenary of that event will fall on the 22nd of the present month. It is an 
event in which the whole Protestant world will take an interest. We ourselves may 
well call it to mind, as the expulsion of so many of her best citizens from France 
proved very favourable to our own commercial development. The refugees songht 
an asylum here, and brought with them their arts and manufactures. The remote 
results of that piece of tyranny have been of the most incalculable importance. Had 
the Protestants remained in France, it is not at all likely that the monarchy would 
have become so absolute as it did, for Protestantism always fosters freedom. The 
despotic power to which the kings sttained, and the evils which ensued from that 
state of things, brought about the reaction of the great Revolution of 1789. That 
was one of the most notable epoch-making evénts in the history of the world, the 
consequences of which have been singularly far-reaching. Thus, in the providence 
of God, the short-sighted self-will of men works out purposes such as the actors 
never dream of. It would be a most happy thing if in France the spirit of those 
exiles of two centuries ago could be revived on a great and commanding scale. Such 
an event would give stability aud peace to that country, and be fall of significance 
for the future welfare of the nations of the Continent. The bi-centenary will be 
celebrated here by the Confederate Churches of the Huguenots of London, Canter- 
bury, and Brighton, on the 18th and 22ad of the month. There is a desire to turp 
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The movement against social corruption which has assumed such 
country has extended beyond our own borders. Dr. Dalton, the 
boldness. He has put himself at the head of a movement for checking the evil, and 
is supported by a committee of fourteen persons of bigh pesition in the Rassian 
capital. The statutes of the association which they have formed have been 
approved by the Government. We believe that the effect of the strong indignation 
which has been aroused among ourselves bas already had considerable effect in 
striking terror into the agents of these odious vices, and it is to be hoped that 
persistent wise and Christian eff rt will accomplish much towards patting a stop to 
the worst forms of the evil. It is a huge and difficult task, but we are bound to 
undertake it, and even if success be only partial, it wil be well worth steiving Ge. 


The bygone month has seen the ingsthering of u considerable portion of the 
harvest. After a splendid summer, we have had a little inclement weather ; but on 
the whole we have reason to be profoundly thankfal to the Great Giver of all good. 
He has again crowned the year with Hisbounty. There will yet be too much poverty 
in the midst of us, amounting even in many cases to want; yet, speaking generally, 
our poor will be satisfied with bread. Famine, with its attendant horrors, has indeed 
been mercifally kept from our shores for a period of years. God has blessed us with the 
increase of the fields, and other countries pour their harvests into our markets, for 
the sustenance of our people. It becomes us to acknowledge with gratitade “ the 
hand that feeds us still,” and also to remember that man doth not live by bread 
alone, but needs that Word of God which is the living bread for the undying soul. 


Some sensation was produced by a report that appeared in the papers describing 
how the newly-appointed Bishop of Lincoln had “assisted pontifically ” at a “ high 
celebration ” of the Eucharist at the parish church at Gainsborough, attired in alb, 
stole, maniple, and chasuble, and giving attention to the “ five points,” as they are 
called, of lighted tapers, wafer bread, mixed chalice, ete. The Record contained some 
severe strictures, both in ite articles and its correspondence, on the countenance thus 
given in high places to the practices of the Ritualists. It is with melancholy feelings 
that some of the best friends of the Church, both within and without her own com- 
munion, observe the persistence in usages like these, so utterly unknown in the 
Church of England till they followed in the wake of doctrines that had been intro- 
duced in opposition to the pure and simple principles of evangelical faith. Who can 
say what the end of these things shall be? The prospect is not over-cheering, but no 
one who believes the promise, “ Lo! I am with you always,” can doubt that the 
clear light of gospel truth will finally triumph over 
stition. 


speak with no uncertain sound on some of the questions at issue. The Dean of 
Liandaff, in preaching at St. John’s, Cardiff, said distinctly that “days of type and 
shadow for them were ended ; no longer the cumbrous machinery ‘of ritual end ordin- 
ance, but a worship of spirit by spirit.” Let them “refuge to hold their new liberty 
by a transcription or transmission of grace through apostles, through bishops, into pres- 
byters, and so at last, and very precariously, into them.” There are, of course, people 
whe imagine that worship may be both spiritual and ritual; end ‘faith both evan- — 
gelical and sacramentarian, at the same moment. It is, however, a delusion to sup- 
pose that these inharmonious elements may be kept in union without danger. All 
standard soon end in destroying the substance of 
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what Scriptare enjoins, and it is impossible to be too zealous in guarding against the 
foisting in of elements of “ will worship,” whatever may be plcaded on their behalf. To 
all this the principle applics laid down by the Apostle, “ Behold, I, Paul, say unto 
you, that if ye be circumcised, Obrist shal! profit you nothing.” 


‘Some Christian conferences have been held during the month ; there was one at 
Perth, and another at Inverness. Indeed, they seem to have become even more 
general in Seotland than in England ; although, of course, there is none of them that 
rises to the importance of the Mildmay meetings. While ecclesiastical strife has 
been intensified during the past few months, it is pleasing to turn the eye from these 
_ controversies, however inevitable they may be, to such peaceful and friendly gather- 
ings for the deepening of spiritual life. The topic of “ Faith and Feeling” was dis- 
cussed at one of these conferences, and it is a subject which enters very deeply into 
the testing and searching of religious experience. Faith without feeling is dead dog- 
matism, and feeling without a well-grounded faith is mere fanaticism. To observe 
the vital connexion, and distinguish the just relations of the two, is a matter of the 
greatest importance for the well-being of tire soul, the extension of the Gospel, and 
the prosperity of the Charch. 


Mr. Moody’s conference at his own residence, Northfield, in Massachusetts, has 
been very successful. It has been crowded at every session, and he has been surrounded 
by men and women whose names are identified with works of religion and philanthropy. 
Mr. Moody has personally conducted every meeting, and Mr. Sankey has done his 
part to make them successful. On the last Friday morning, Mr. Moody was accom- 
panied to the convention by his mother, an aged and venerable lady, to whom the - 
occasion must have been singularly delightful. The body of singing evangelists and 
vocal helpers has considerably increased, Professor Towner being conspicuous among 
them. We understand that he has made a contract with Mr. Moody for five years, 
and his singing is said very closely to resemble that of Mr. Bliss; Julius E. W. 
Ward and E. J. Parker were also present. A great deal of musical talent has now 
been consecrated to evangelistic service, including composers like Mr. M‘Granahan, 
and singers such as those we have named, and many others. The whole movement 
with which the name of Mr. Moody is associated presents, indeed, a wonderfal example 
of a great growth from a little seed. 


. The American Temperance Movement was originated by a pamphlet of Dr. 
Rash, published in 1785. The centenary accordingly has come round this year, and 
the celebration was arranged to take place m Philadelphia on the 23rd and 24th 
September. During this hundred years America has exerted a most prodigious 
influence in the Temperance cause. The Americans have become, on the whole, a 
sober people, and we believe that we are following, and will still more follow, in their 
footsteps, When the change is fully accomplished, and we are yet a very great way 
short of that, what a difference will it make in our happiness and well-being as a 
nation | 


At the Annual Conference of the Young Men's Christian Associations of 
Britain, held at Belfast early in the month, several important subjects were discussed. 
On the question of the relation of the work of the associations to that of the 
churches, Mr. W. J. Paton pointed out that it ought to be characterized as a union 
of spiritual forces for a common end. The associations were not intended to with- 
draw young men from the churches, but rather to bring them ander the influence of 
chureh life, although the particular church any young man might join was left to be 
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determined by himself. Nothing would bring the associations and the churches so 
effectually together as unity of effort and parpose. Mr. Robert Burn arged the 
claims of missionary work on young men, and Mr. W. M, Oatts advocated co- 
operation with noon prayer meetings, evangelistic assuciations, Sanday-school 
societies, and other religious associations, avoiding such as were of a merely secular 
character. All the speakers, however, did not take quite the same view as Mr. 
Oatts, for some dwelt on the importance of gymnasiums and outdoor athletic sports. 
A medical student from Edinburgh gave a deeply interesting account of the crowded- 
out meetings held in that university during last winter, attended frequently by more 
than a thousand young men. Surely God has great things in store for us in view of 
the progress of this movement. May we not hope that in a few years these young 
men will carry forward some enterprise that will most powerfally lay hold of the 
country and prodace a wide-spread change in its religious aspect, by carrying the 
Gospel where it had failed to penetrate, and stirring up new zeal and life among 
those who have already believed ? 


_Jadging by his work in London, the Rev. Dr. Thornhill Webber, the newly- 
consecrated Bishop of Brisbane, ought to accomplish a great deal in his new sphere 
of labour in Australia. When he first went as a missionary clergyman to the poor 
district newly formed in the neighbourhood of Holborn, he had to hold his services in 
the upper room of a small inn in Hand Court. Since then the buildings erected for 
the use of the Church have entailed an outlay of £48,250, the whole of which has 
been paid, leaving no debt behind. Some further sums have also been raised for 
incidental purposes. Dr. Webber is one of those men whose delight is in work, and 
the energy which has been so successful in his parochial position will fit him for 
administering his new diocese in the most vigorous and efficient manner. He is held 
in the highest esteem by the poor among whom he has toiled so untiringly, and 
nambers of them came to bid him farewell at St. John the Evangelist’s. 


The Missionary Church of Belgiam, which has now been in existence for forty- 


_ geven years, held its Synod at Liege, Pastor Cacheux being elected President. In 


spite of the very bad condition of trade, it was gratifying to find that there had been 
no diminution in the contributions from the churches. The report showed, however, 
a deficit of £450, due to a falling off in the contributions from abroad.. The work 
of the churches has been encouraging, and a good missionary spirit has been shown, 
especially in the province of Hainault. The Belgian Charch has uncommon 
difficulties to contend with, and is very well worthy of support from British 
Christians. 


In addition to the celebration of the 350th anniversary of the Reformation at 


| Geneva, Switzerland has been inaugurating a new statue of Zwingli at Zurich. The 


great reformer of that country was one of the greatest men of the period, and the 
reformation he effected was really independent of Luther, His views regarding the 
Lord's Supper were also more correct than those of the German leader. His memory 
well deserves to be honoured. At the banquet which followed the unveiling of the 
statue, patriotic speeches were made, referring to the debt of gratitude Zurich owes 


to Zwingli. The Protestant cantons of Switzerland have quite outstripped those 
that remained Popish. 


Among the other interesting gatherings for the month, coceatientanmiine 
Sixth Annual Conference of the Obristian Women’s Union will be held at the 
Conference Hall, Clapham Road, on the 14th, 15th, and 16th inst. “The pro- 
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gramme which has been published embraces the discussion of several 
questions, including Missionary Labour, the Help of the Sick, Penitentiary and 
Hospital Work, Bible Classes, ete. There is mach seal that nerds to be wisely 
directed, and such conferences may be very useful in that way, as well as in stirring 
up those who are careless and diffident to make some exertion in these departments 
of women’s work for the Saviour’s cause. ; 


It is gratifying to observe that the Trades’ Congress, which has met at South- 
port, has spoken very decidedly against the opening of museums and galleries on 


eir class 
refasing to encourage the ides of « seven days’ working week. It is pleasing 


The Temperance Conference at Inverness will stimulate the friends of the 
cause to further efforts. There can be no doubt of the fact that the Temperance 
organizations have become a strong power in the country, and will bring considerable 
pressure to bear on the Legislatare—we trust, with the happiest results. 


The Swiss Pastoral Society has held its Forty-third General Assembly at Geneva. 
It is a purely clerical meeting, and about 180 pastors were present belonging to 
various charches. 


LITERARY. 


Our own time has been remarkable, among other things, for a great increase in all 
manner of available helps for the study of Scripture ; some of a more ambitious and 
some of a humbler—but yet very useful—sort. Among the latter we may notice s 
new and improved edition of the “ Bible Interpreter” (Morgan and Scott), which is 
a small and handy Bible dictionary, with numerous illustrations, particularly suitable 
for Sunday-school teachers. 


A season of affliction opens the heart to receive with peculiar delight words of 
heavenly consolation. The Bible is full of unspeakable comfort to all in trouble and 
sorrow ; its promises and encouragements are suited to every degree and.variety of 
trial, Among the books especially adapted to the chamber of suffering, we welcome 
“ Under the Shadow of His Wings” (Religious Tract Society). The readings are 
arranged for eight weeks ; each reading consisting of an entire passage of Scriptare, 
a short paragraph from some eminent Christian writer, and a hymn. The selection 
has been very judiciously made, and it will be » most weloome book to the afflicted 


men was one y appro- ; 
priate to a Trades’ Congress. It was simply that the opening of museums, art | 
galleries, and the like on Sundays must necessarily lead to a great extension of | 
Sunday labour. It was pithily said by one of the speakers that if the proposal | 
were made to a meeting of London tramway car:servants, the proposer would be 
in 
note, however, that there were working men present who sturdily upheld the sacred } 
character of the Sabbath-day against the attacks of the Secularist party, who, like 
Mr. Shipton, sneered at the ill-success of church snd chapel among the working | 
class in the large towns, without being able to show that his secularist friends 
have done a hundredth part of what voluntary religious effort has done for working | 
men and their families. ' 
| 
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la “ Gwendoline” (Religious Tract Society) we have a well-told tale of a young | 
woman who refuses to be separated from her old home, although strong inducements 
are offered to wean her away. It is illustrative of the combination of domestic 
affection with firm Christian principle, and will be gratifying to young readers as it 
wears round to happy conclusion. 


There is no religious writer of our time whose little volumes we are more 
pleased to welcome than Dr. Mareus Dods. There is a vigour and good sense in his 
way of handling topics which impresses one as showing a downright manly natare. 
His style is clear and trenchant, always grave, and occasionally impressive. The 
moral fibre is strong throughont, and there is also a happy vein of expository skill. 
His last work constitutes one of the Household Library of Exposition (Hodder and 
Stoughton). It is on “The Parables of our Lord, as recorded by Lake” (Second 
Series). Our readers will be best able to judge of its quality if we put before them 
an extract from the treatment of a confessedly difficult parable, that of the Unjust 
Steward :— 

The name “unrighteous Mammon” is sometimes sweepingly applied to all wealth and 
material advantages, because there is a feeling that the whole system of trade, commerce, and social — 
life is inextrieably permeated with fraudalent practices and iniquitous customs—so permeated that 


20 man can be altogether free—or is at all likely to be altogether free—from all guilt in this 


matter. Take any coin out of your pocket, and make it tell ite history—tbe hands that it has been 
in, the things it has paid for, the trinsactions it has assisted —and you would be inclined to fling it 
away as contaminated and filthy. But that coin is a mere emblem of all that comes to you through 
the ordinary channels of trade, and suggests to you the pollution of the whole social condition. The 
clothes you wear, the food you eat, the house you live in, the money you are asked to invest, have all 
a history which will not bear scrutiny. Oppression, greed, and fraud serve you everyday, Whether 
you will or not, youare made partakers of other men’s sins. You may be thankful if your hands 
are not soiled by any stain that you have willingly incurred; but even so, you must ask, “ What 
compensation can I make for the unrighteousness which cleaves to Mammon? How am I to use it 
now, seeing I have it?” Our Lord says: “ You are to make friends with it, who may receive you 
into everlasting habitations.” You are so to use your opportunities that when your present steward- 
ship is over sou may not be turned out into the cold and to beggary, but may have secured friends 
who will give you a welcome to the eternal world, It is the same view of the cousexion of this 
world and the next which our Lord gives in His picture of the last judgment, when He says: 
“ Inasmach as ye have done it to the least of these, ye have done it unto me.” Those whom we 
have done most good to are, as a rule, those whom we have most loved; and what better welcome 
to a new world, what more grateful guidance in its ways, could we desire than that of those whom 
here on earth we have loved most dearly? Can you promise yourselves any better reward than to 
meet the loving recognition and welcome of those who have experienced your kindness, to be re- 
ceived by those to whom yout have williugly sacrificed money, time, opportunities of serving your- 
self? The parents whose closing years you have watched and sheltered at the sacrifice of the 
opportunities of your own youth, the childreu for whom you have toiled, the friend or relative whose 
long sickness you brightened and retarded by unwearied affection, the acquaintance you kept from 
poverty by timcly intervention, the lad whose whole life you lifted to a higher level by giving him 
the first step—all those whom you have so loved here that your serviee of them has been ungradging 
and unthought of,—these are they who will receive you into everlasting habitations. But if any 
staggers at such a reading of the parsble, there is no necessity that “friends” be considered as 
persons. The word “ friends” is used only for the sake of keeping up.the figure introduced by the 
parable, and may be legitimately applied to anything ow which you spend yourself, and which you 
should like to renew acquaintance with in eternity. It is possible this parable reminds us to so spend 
the time of our stewardship here, that we shall hereafter live upom the happy resulte of what we 
have Jone. The happy idea of the steward was to spend what was left ia his bande, nob on himself, 
but on those with whom he would have to do after he was ousted from office, It was this which 
showed his business capacity, An ordinary rogue would merely bave exacted more from, his 
master's debtors and decamped with the whole. But far deeper was the plan of this astute indi. 
vidual ; he would not eat his seed-corn in this rough style. The little he could make out of the 
remaining transactions he could do for his master he handed over to others, knowing that’ their 
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friamdebip and good-will would return him « hundredfold. And you may do the same Your life 
you may either spend or invest. You may use it cither as seed, or you may devour it, You may so 
live that death will close all and shut you out into outer darkness, or you may so live that death 
shal! usher you into an everlasting howe, peopled with familiar faces that recognize and reassure 
you, and show you that in substance eternity is not so very different from time, and lead you to, 
and assign to you, your exact position in the eternal world, and your real place among men. 


“THE ARTICLE OF A STANDING OR FALLING CHURCH.” 

Own doctrine of Scripture had a pre-eminent place in bringing about the Reforma- 
tion. When Luther understood it, he became a changed man ; when he proclaimed 
it, he changed the state of things which had prevailed for centuries in the Charch 
and throughout the Western world. The truth which exercised so potent an 
influence was that of justification by faith alone. This became the cardinal doctrine 
of the Reformation, and still continues to be the distinguishing tenet of evangelical. 
Christendom, It was the weapon that struck the heaviest blows ia the battle with 
the Papacy, and it was, and is, the root from which springs the life and vigour of 


the Protestant Churches. So profoundly impressed was the great Reformer with 
the sense of ite importance, that he called it “the article of a standing or falling 


Church.” While it was held ia all its simplicity with frank and vigorous faith, the | 
Church would prosper mightily in the great task of saving souls and promoting 
spiritaal life; but whenever it becaine corrupted or obscured, or was held with slack 


and feeble grasp, holiness would decay, and the converting energy of the truth would 
be grievously impaired. Let us endeavour to form « elear conception of the im- 
portance of this doctrine, both in its bearimg on the seperation from Rome, and its 
influence on the permanent well-being of every Christian communion. 

In the contest with the Romish Chareh there were two other questions which 
came very prominently forward, besides the maltitude of inferior points which entered 
into the controversy. These two were the questions of the Supremacy of the Pope 
and the Sacrifice of the Mass. The latter, especially, was often used as a test on 
occasion of the trial of so-called heretics, and the refusal to acknowledge the host as 
the real body of Christ was the signal for a sentence of condemnetion to the flames. 
It might seem, therefore, as if these questions entered more into the marrow and 
essence of the separation from.Rome than one of so purely doctrinal an aspect es 
that of the justification of the sinner. It will be found, however, that this lays the 


axe to the very root of all that monstrous growth of corruptions which had thriven © 


so luxuriantly under the fostering hand of the- Papacy. It was partly because 
Luther had possessed himself of so formidable a weapon that he came so victoriously 
out of the contest. The Reformers who had attempted the same task before him 
had achieved but little. True it is that circumstances were less favourable in their 
case than in that of Luther. There was a wonderful combination of things which 
favoured the cause of the Reformation at the moment that Luther appeared ; and in 
no-series of events can the hand of a guiding Providence be more clearly discerned. 
Yet it is to be observed that his precursors had rather attacked the paipable corrup- 
tions and abuses of the Charch. It was reserved for the Saxon monk to strike at 
once at the fruitful root of all these evils int the doctrines which obscured and 

The point at which Luther first came in. collision with the practices of his day. 
wusdigibaenieltiisadienidelistal dntelgetens Let us note on what foundation im the 
teachings of the Charch this practice rested. Rome taught that it was only in 
baptism that full and entire forgiveness of sin was secured. Sins committed after 
baptism eonld only be forgiven through the sacrament of penance, and the reception 
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of the priestly sbsolation. But such forgiveness was not fall and complete. By it 
the eternal punishment of mortal sins was indeed remitted, but the whole of the 


temporal panishment due to them still remained to be executed ; while in the case 
of venial sins, the punishment of which was only temporal and not eternal, the 
whole of this also had to be endured by the sinner. If he did not exhaust the fall 
amount of these penalties during his lifetime on earth, the process had to be con- 
tinued in purgatory till the full tale of punishment had been exacted. There were 
ways and methods, however, of escaping the panishment Satisfaction could be 
made by fastings, almagiving, etc., which would be accepted in lien of suffering. 
Marit could be accumulated by good works, and it was possible to do more than God 
demanded as a perfect righteousness, and these additional good deeds, or works of 
supererogation, formed a treasury of merit in the hands and under the control of the 
Ohureh. By securing an interest in this treasury of merits, a sinner could make 
satisfaction for the temporal punishment due to him for his offenees, and thus escape 
the suffering he would otherwise have to endure in his lifetime, or, after his death, in 
purgatory. Such interest could be secured by procuring letters of indalgence daly 
authorized by the Pope—an arrangement by which the Church benefited in money, 
and the sinner in impunity. It is evident that this scheme of doctrine is wonder- 
fally well compacted, and most skilfally devised, for holding men in subjection to 
the authority, and increasing the emoluments, of the Church. It is s mass of 
falsehoods resting ultimately on the corruption of the Gospel doctrine of full and 
free forgiveness in Christ Jesus. Luther had found out the trath on that vital 
point. When he attacked the sale of indulgences, he did not indeed fally realize at 
the moment how far the movement he had begun would lead him. But the course 
of things was inevitable. All the monstrous claims of the Church of Rome in 
regard to her authority over the consciences of men, and her power to dispense or 
deny the benefits of salvation, were brought to stake in that controversy. If 
salvation comes to men simply through faith in the Saviour, the whole system of 
and blasphemy. 

We way farther, thet the motive power requisite to 
a battle was suplied to Luther by his own soul's experience on the question of his 
personal salvation. There were thousands besides himself willing enough to attack 
the Church, bat not willing to do so at all costs and hazards. The tyranny and 
profligacy of the Ohurch had long been a crying evil. Men chafed under its yoke, 
and hated its avarice and corruption. But they feared its power, which had proved 
itself more than a match for the proudest emperors, and had been most mercilessly 
used in crushing every opponent. It was only the force of a conscience quickened 
and fortified by Divine grace that could fit any one to enter the conflict with the 
clear resolution and unquailing courage that were necessary. What a contrast 
in this respect does Erasmus present to Luther! Erasmus had spent his life and. 
exercised his genius in exposing the ignorance and trickery of the monks; but. 
he was not the man who cared to‘suffer for his convictions. He was @ scholar; a 
wit, and a satirist, but not a reformer. He had not the staff in him of which such 
are moulded. Luther was a man, frank, and honest, and brave by nature; buat what. 
fitted him especially for the task of coping with the colossal system of iniquity which 
he attacked, was the deep heart-searchings he had passed through for years, the 
guidance y Spirit, to the fulness of and 
like, heartfelt faith in Jesus. 


Salvation by faith alone is the distinctive principle of Protestant Olariationityy: 
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as opposed to that which calls iteelf by the name of Catholic. The latter exalts, but 
misinterprets the doctrine of the Church. Claiming that title for itself, and insisting 
that outside the Church there is no salvation, it urges on men the necessity of 
accepting ite sacraments, and patting themselves under the control of ite priesthood, 
if they would be made partakers of eternal life. We hold, on the contrary, that 
whosoever believes on the Lord Jesus Christ shall be saved ; that he is made s 
partaker of the Holy Ghost, and a member of the trae Church of Christ, through 
this exercise of saving faith. All other questions are subsidiary to this in import 
ance. What is to be the answer we give to the convinced and inquiring sinner? Is 
it to be, Join the Church, and partake of her sacraments ; or is it to be, Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved ? If the Church has been appointed 
by Christ for the purpose of saving the seuls of men through the proclamation of 
the truth as it is in Jesus, she is under the most solemn obligation to speak that 
_ truth with the utmost plisinness and simplicity. Whatever obscures the free offer 
of grace, forgiveness, and life in Jesus, brings guilt on the Church, and imperils the 
salvation of the perishing. 

Bat it may be asked, how is it that Protestant Churches, which profess this 
doctrine, are so often found in a cold and lifeless state? Surely it cannot possess 
the power we attribute to it, or such a condition of things would be impossible. 

The truth is, that the profession may degenerate into a mere form ; justification 
by faith alone remains an article of the creed, but ceases to be a conviction of the 
heart. In such cases, it usually ceases to occupy its proper place of importance in 
the public ministration of the Word. It simply becomes one of a set of doctrines 
which are reiterated as parts of a system which it is proper to announce, or it is 
slurred over in favour of other topics which are deemed more interesting. A high 
tone of spiritual life, however, is i ible where the force of this primal truth is 
not fully felt. Salvation by free 


foundest depths of self-humiliation. The earnestness of our repentance, the strength 
of our faith, and the fervour of our love to Him who loved us, are all connected with 
such an experience. The fulness of peace and consolation, as well as strength and 
courage, flow from the same source. In a word, all seasons of widespread revival 
and conversion, and all epochs of earnest and exalted spiritual life, have brought out 
into fresh prominence the “article of a standing or falling Chureb.” 

LONDON YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 
Tue Report for 1884 of this admirable institution acquires a peculiar interest at 
the present moment from the attention which has been drawn in so many ways to 
the dangers to which young women are exposed. The Association was founded in 
1857, on the basis of a living union with Christ, and for the object of promoting 
work amongst young women of aj] classes, as well as for securing union for prayer 
on behalf of young women. The general lines of the work of the Association are . 
thus briefly stated: ‘‘ Through ite Country and Provincial Branches, and its union 
with the Continental Society,‘ L’Union International de la jeune fille,’ it aims at 
bringing country and foreign girls under its influence, so that at least no girl shall 
he allowed to come unwarned or friendless to London; through its network of 
branches in the postal districts, it offers every girl a friend the very moment she 
steps out of the railway carriage (for we are glad to mect a girl of whose arrival we 


| 
| 
| 
| 
sin. The more deeply we feel our guik_and misery by nature, the more clearly are | 
we convinced that we cannot save ourselves but mast throw ourselves entirely on the 
mercy of our God, This deep sense of sin is the.pre-requisite and condition for the 
most exalted life of holiness. The most eminent sainte-have passed through the pro- ; 
| 
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receive notice); through its Boarding-houses, it offers a sale lodging to those whe. 

have to seek such aceommodstion; through ite Women’s Restaurants, it affords our 

toil-worn sisters something better than a cold repast in the middle of twelve hours’ 

work at the machine or the needle; through its Institutes and Evening Rooma, it 

provides a happy place of recreation and rest; through ite Central Employment 
girls 


partment, as in many othera, we are crippled for want of funds. Think what it 
means to keep over 100 branches supplied with books! And did our funds permit, 
we would gladly supply houses of business, post-offices, etc., with a small box, to be 
changed at intervals. Through its magazines, the Home Friend and Our Own Gazette 
(which in eighteen months has reached a circulation of 70,000), it makes known the 
benefits of the Association m many new quarters.” | 
The support the Association receives is, we are sorry to say, not at all 

tionate to the extent and importance of its work. Yet its promoters have adopted 
the words, “ Go forward,” as the motto for the year, and have justified it by their 
enlarged efforts. The Report says: “ Perbaps it may be asked, ‘ Why do you always 
need to open new institutes? Why cannot the work go on as itis?’ The answer 
is to be found in the fact that London is continaally drawing into its vortex of 
business and pleasure the young life of our country. Every kind of industry is open- 
ing to girls, and so long as they think there are better wages to be gained in London, 
they will flock thither. It is contemplated to increase the female staff at the General 
Post Office by 1,000, owing to the increase of work that is expected through the 6d. 
telegram. Our large business establishments, such es Marshall and Snelgrove, 
Hervey and Nicholls, Rackstraw, and Whiteley, are increasing, some employing 96 
many as 1,000 hands, half of which may be women. Factories and workshops are 
| opening to girls on every side, and the ery for domestic servants is bringing them im 
multitudes from the provinces. Why need any of these poor girls arrive in London 
| only to live through a few weeks’ unutterable loneliness; then to exchange this 
loneliness for a few months of indulgence in amusements and temptations of which 
: they dare not write home; and finally to be led on swiftly and surely to rnin ? Could 
a we have Station Lodging-houses and Station Visitors at each of our prineipal ter- 
: minuses, these poor girls would be befriended the very moment they set foot im 
| “This is done, but how is it done? _‘ The children of the world are in their 


generation wiser than the children of light.’ They know the ignorance and helpless- 
ness of country girls, they know how open they are to a kind word. They pretend 
to give this help. Not men only, but women are ready to lead them astray. 
Who shall tell the many sad tales of the first night in London? Is it 
i} not appalling to think of this constant influx of young life to sach @ city as 
i; }) - London? Perhaps, in her quiet country home, some stray advertisement has reached 
4. 


a young girl, promising a high salary for light work. Thousands of such advertise- 
ments are framed to deceive and entrap the unwary. They accomplish their purpose, 
and large numbers come, dazzled by the profusion of London promises. Take an 
instance: A young girl from e farm answers one of these advertisements, She 
comes to town, finds herself making coilars in a badly lighted, ill-ventilated work- 
shop, where hundreds of other women and girls are employed. The new-comer is 
placed at the machine, where she works hard all the day till late on into the evening. 
Who can wonder that the short hours for recreation are ill-spent, when she is utterly 
ignorant of the temptations which will meet her in a walk in the park, or an hour in 


* 


‘ 


hig 

ii | through its Benefit Society, it enables ite members to provide for s ; 
) ugh its Libraries, it affords every girl useful and hel reading. In this de- 
| 

| 

| 
| 
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the music saloon ? Yet such a girl may count her cheerless fate a happy one, com- 
pared with thet of another. She also has read a promising advertisement, and 
_ perhaps the force of circumstances makes it necessary for her to leave home to earn 
her own livelihood. She arrives in London without « friend to look to, to find, as 
_ tilas! is too often the case, the advertisement a mere trap to lead her inte a life of 
shame andsin! Who shall tell how many innocent, simple-minded girls have thas 
been duped? We may blame the mother for allowing her child to come anprotected 
and unwarned. But here is a case that came under our notice just before going to 
press. A. girl of only sixteen years—an orphan—made up her mind to try life 
in London. She has no.one she cares to consult She takes the South Express, 
arrives here, thinking it will be like the Scotch town from whence she comes, and 
has not « friend to go to. Our stations are infested with men and women in whose 
hands such « friendless girl falls an easy prey. These are not occasional incidents. 
They are not exaggerated statements to arouse s sentimental pity. They are stern 
and awful facts.” - 

It is in view of things like these that Christians should feel it laid as a burden 
on them to strive to extend a helping hand to those who so greatly need their sym- 
pathy and aid. Are we not our sister's keeper? Should we not strive to shield 
the young, the weak, and innocent from a fate worse than death itself? 


_ 


THE DUTY OF CHRISTIAN CITIZENS. 

Tue political excitement of the period we only refer to, as the Churches have 
been more than usually astir in regard to some questions that have been pressed on 
public consideration. In a country like ours, differences of view are emphasized by 
the fact that free expression of opinion is permitted to all, and the formation of 
associations is allowed to give effect to those opinions. We do not discuss any of 
these questions, but express our conviction that Christians ought to feel the 
responsibility which lies on them in regard to their settlement. Our daty as citizens 
is a part of our daty as Christians. If we are possessed of any power to aid im the 
enactment of just and wholesome laws, we are bound to use that power in the fear of 
God, by whom “kings reign and princes decree justice.” He rales among the 
nations, and His special guidance should be sought in all important and critical 
janctares of our national history. It would be a most anhappy thing for us if we 
did not carry our religious convictions into our public life. The policy of a nation 
ought to be in consistence with the laws of (iod and the principles of the Gospel, and 
it is most likely to be so when Christian men exert their influence in favour of 
measures that are of that nature and character. The fact that we are confeesedly 
in & new position on account of the late legislation which bas increased the power of 
the people, ought to make us more earnest to look to it that, by our prayers and our 
influence, we should seek to leaven the community with right views and feelings. 
No one can foresee how much future history may be affected by the events of the 
present period, and the choice resulting from the fresh arrangements. As we 
acknowledge the hand of God in the past, let us look to Him for guidance as a 
nation in the responsibilities of the present. 

There is one point which deserves to be very strongly urged, especially in the 
light of some things which have been made public and have shocked the feelings of 
the nation. None but moral men—if possible, none but Christian men—should be 
supported by Christians in their candidature for seats in the Representative House, 
While there has been so much that has been exceedingly painful in what bas been 
made known of the character and conduct of some among us, it is yet « source of 
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comfort to be assured that the moral sense of the community is mach more alive 
than it used to be to questions of this nature. Even in the early part of the present 
century, the lives of many leading statesmen were notoriously and shamelessly pro- 
fligate. It was actually made a subject of derision to William Pitt that ,his private 
character was pure. Since Her Majesty came to the throne, an example bas been 
set in the highest place im the kingdom very different from what had prevailed 


fortanately, we could addace ample proof of this from things as they actually stand 
at this moment. But it is not necessary to do more than simply to give a hint about 
the matter. We cannot hope that men of decided Christian eminence will be found 
for every constituency, bet they may be found for some, perhaps for many. They 
will not prove by amy means the poorest members in the House. Some of our most 
active, shrewd, and influential representatives, at the present moment, are well known 
to be religious men. Let the number of such be increased, in accordance with the 
counsel of Jethro to Moses: “ Moreover, thou shalt provide out of all the people 
able men, such as fear God: men of truth, hating coveteousness.” ppensiane 
set over us, we may well hope for blessing. 


THE FIFTY-FIRST PSALM. 
From an admirable volume by Dr. Moody Stuart, of Edinburgh (Nisbet & Co.), 
we take the following extract :— 

The Psalms of David have for many generations been loved and honoured in 
Scotland as by few lands on earth, and it will be sad indeed if we shall see him 
robbed of the brightest jewel in his crown. Shall we attach credit to the darkest 
passage in his history ; and will his new critics, leaving his memory stained with his 
sin, snatch from him the penitential song given him by his God in tenderest love, 
to sccompany and turn into richest fruit the story of his crime? Over against his 
bitter sorrow, in which he must often have wished that his right hand had forgot her 
cunning ere he wrote and sent by his faithful soldier the blackest letter in all 
history—“ Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from 
him, that he may be smitten and die,”—the God whom he loved so ardently put into 
his hand the pen of a ready writer to record this wondrous prayer as a song of saving 
health for all nations ; and shall we witness his noble and sublime repentance degraded 
into the anonymoas, and therefore hollow, confession of a hidden criminal ? Pelt: - 

Let ue turn from the crade imagination to the noblest spectacle ever seon 
among the ransomed sons of men, to the royal penitent laying aside his robes to 
humble himself in sackcloth before his people and his God ; and delivering to the 
“chief musician” this song of a broken spirit, reaching alike into thedepths of sin in 
the heart of man, and the depths of mercy in the heartof God. Let us love and 
admire the man who, when his throne has become a pillory at which the arrows of 
envenomed scorn are shot from a thousand blaspheming tongues, rises above all 
his shame before men in the grief of his shame before his beloved and dishonoured 
God, forgets every eye that looks ca him eave one, sad, emiting on his brenst, 
prays sload before all his people, “ Hide Thy face from my sin.” 


only a short time before. And yet almost to the present day men of immoral 
is time for this to be changed, and the change, we are happy to already 
begun. No one now could fisunt his vices in the faces of.the people, and hope to 
win their support. Bat « great deal more needs to be yet acoomplished. Men of 
loose life can never be trusted safely with the framing end administering of laws 
that are intended to protect and foster the domestic virtues of the people. Un- 
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“WHOM NOT HAVING SEEN, YE LOVE.” ) 
~ Q PETER &) 
_ Tamsn are the words of one to whom our | helps to invest an unssen person with very i 
Lord thrice addressed the question, “ Lovest | bewitching attributes; but that which is | | 
thou me f’ A question that Christ intended | built on the quicksand of the imagination ; 
hes fatality written on the fore-front of it, 4 
should not think it life if to Christ were | and the nearer we come to the reality, the 
not controlling him. Many are enying, “ Lord, | faster does the airy fabric fade away. Peter 
Thou knowest that I love Thee” ; to whom our | knew that there was something far better 
y than sight ; that there is dm inlet to the soul 
“ Lovest thou mef” They need to say to the | more relisble than that which is afforded by | 
Master, “Teach me what love is.” He will | the eyes. Peter hed been months, perhaps rf 
teach them ; He will take them to the cross, | years, acquainted with Jesus of Nazareth, . 
and say unto them, “ This is love.” That only | when on « certain occasion the latter ssid 
is true love which subjects all the facalties | unto him, “ Blessed art thou, Barjona; for 
and affections to the object ; not always to do flesh and blood have not revealed it unto thee, 
the will of the object—for this would some- | but my Father who is im heaven.” God is a . 
times be to act very anlovingly—but to bless | Spirit. We are commanded to love Him with 
the object, under the guidance of the all-wise | all the heart and soul and mind and strength. 
God whose mame is Love. Our love is the | This command is from Him who knows our 
vieegerent of God’s love. Love in us acts | nature, aod who knows what love ia. The 
under the direction of that love which is on | implication is that there is some avenue 
the throne of the universe. That love is a | better adapted than sight for the revelation 
poor thing that yields only « part of our|of Him who demands our most fervent 
- being to its object ; men may call this love, | love. 
but the Son of God cannot; hence His re- There are many Christians who get no 
| duplicated question, “Lovestthou me!” Many, farther than the recognition of their obligation 
like the rich young ruler, are willing to give | to love Christ, and an intellectual conviction 
a large part of their possessions to Ubrist, | that He is worthy of their utmost love ; but 
and hear with grest astonishment that this is | this only serves to make them supremely 
not the love that Christ demands. Before | unbappy in the consciousness that they have 
we can intelligently say, “ Lord, Thou knowest | no such love as they are trying to inspire 4 
that I love Thee,” we must learn of Christ | themselves with. Ob, that they would per- : 
what love is. There are hundreds of romances | ceive the absurdity of trying to inspire | 
offering to tell you what is love; before you | themselves with that which is the most | 
read one of them interrogate the authors ; | divine of all gifte! Ye see Him not; this is ; 
ask them if they have studied in Christ's | « great disadvantage if you have not the faith ; 
school ; for only such are competent to speak | that brings Him more gloriously near than - 
on this subject. Ask them if they have | any sight can do. Instead of trying to reach 
reached the point where self-love is utterly | divine love by some artesian well in the : 
cast down, and the whole being placed at the | sands of your own heart, just give your atten- i 
service of love ; for only such are competent | tion to Him who is presented in the gospels ; ; 
to show us the paths of love. To ove whose | occupy yourself with Him, and beware of the : 
eyes have been anointed with eye-salve be- | temptation to keep one eye fixed on yourself, $ A 
stowed at the cross of Christ, nothing is more | to see how you are affected by what you read ; 
saddening than the fact that men have an | seek, by the grace of God, to have the eye of 
utter misconception of love, and of the path | your mind fixed upon Him who is revealed ie : 
in which it is to be found. The very idea of | therein ; keep looking to Him. The Spirit of j 5 
loving one whom we have not seen, seems | God will then have an opportanity of working, ‘ : 
strange and not worthy of acceptation.| and you may be sure He will do His work, ji 
That which we apprehend not with our senses | and it will not be long tefore you have such i. 
, has more or less of unreality about it; at all|« view of Christ a will Gil you with joy 
events, it is not influential on us as the objects | unspeakable aod full of glory. The Spirit . 
that are embedied before us are. We may | of God will fill up for you the broad chasm - 3 
have descriptions or photographs that will | of eighteen centuries, and make the cross an : 
awaken a certain amount of admiration, but | expression of Christ’s present love to you. f 
who would hazard his life for the sake of | Yes,to you. Christ cannot love all unless He i 
one who is only known in this way? It will | loves each. We love Him because He first i 
be conceded that the imagination sometimes | loved us, and the Spirit of God has enabled | 
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The clouds hung o'er it heavily ; 
_ L o'er it cost my eye in fear. 
There fell and sank beneath the weve, 
A predious stone beyond compare, 
And where ‘twas lost as in the 
I, inconsolable, gered there. 


The loss nogght ever could repair, 

It ne'er can be brought beck again, 
Fen though to comfort, as my share, 

The whole world's treasure I should gain. 


Upee the shore a man was seen, 
A homely son of man was He, 


Of humble yet of royal mien, 
From far, yet kin He seemed to be. 


So deep His eye, and yet how mild ! 
He sid, “ Who am I? dost thou know? 
How poor thou art! how poor, my child ! 
I sew thy treasure sink below. 


“Time lost—that was thy precious stone ; 
Sin is the ocean thou dost see ; 


—Die Verborgene (Vow Exanen). 
From Hymns of the Present Century (Religions Tract Society ). 


“Pve more than thou hast lost, far more. 
I’ve had it ready long for thee. 

Whoe’er can count there treasures o'er ! 
‘Por Time take thou Eternity. 


“Unnambered hours of service thou 
Henceforward from thia day canst give. 
Safe in thy hand shall they be now ; 
I'll keep thy jewel ; come and live.” 
Tnaatiabdle is still the sea ; 
I gaze on it with grief of heart ; 
Yet more I see,—Bternity, 
As well as Time, is now my part. 


No sorrow now consumeth me, L 
For my lost costly treasure’s sake ; 

The Comforter who came—e’en He 
Fall compensation aye doth make. 


I live and suffer for Christ's sake, 
And now I never lose a day. 

Him for my guiding star I take, 
With joy I follow Him alway. 


— 
Intelligence. 
FRANCE. 
[From our own Correspondent. | staunch Huguenot feeling among Protestants. 
The feebleness of Protestant effort and resalt 
Is France going through « time of pre | is in great part due to this expenditure of : 
paration, of time and strength in turning to the fore- ‘ 
down, or of fathers, instead of looking straight up to the b 
longer in. forefathers’ God. The very on the : 
should give it walls, and the statues on their monuments, : 
breadth of the laud, proclaiming the ever- | seem to cry “Turn not back to us; look up > 
lasting Gospel. It is turning feebly in its | to God, and press forward! forward! Pre- : 
ebrysalis, going over and over its past history, | sent emergencies call aloud for all your : 
and in the epproaching month of October it | powers. The golden opportunity is gliding : 
will celebrate through your fingers. Old cisterns are : 
fatal broken ; seek : 
stalwart heroes 
her impoverished 
virtue, in Christianity, * 
countries in proportion. 
much 
for the reviving 
the 
tothe nation, however congenial to 


‘ 
out 1, 1086.) EVANGELICAL OHRISTENDOM. 903 
THE LOST TREASURE: 
I snoop beside the cold grey sea ; There's reason for thy bitter ; 
Shut look, ehild, I've mete for thee. 


“832 


[Oct. 1, 1808. 


of thorough bamilistice, of 1,000,000, and the latest statistical returns 


000. 


echithen 
periments .in the secking ont. of souls to 
ve them, would then have no excuse of 
Sather 


science, faleely give scarcely 600, 
and of the 

renovation 
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Morin, of Senegal, a Decauville rail- 
a musket ; to M. Mayor, of Kabylia, 


geeds to Dr. Caszalia, of Lessuto, a Dictionary 


question. 

Cremation is authorized in Paris for the 
destraction of the remains of unclaimed 
patients at hospitals. 

Bull fights are still coming before the 
public, barbarous in their tendency as well 
as fatal to individuals by the fearful accidents 
that occur. The Bishop of Nimes has strictly 
forbidden the “ faithfal ” to attend them ; bat 


neither laws nor ordinances have power to 


peree- | stop these demoraliziag 


sports 
The city of Paris has appointed Thisis as 


year, bas ex'enied over forty 


ports forty-nine schools, with European 
organization, for Jewish chiliren in Mobam- 
medan countries ; the scholars number nearly 
ove thousand. 

Colonies hitherto unknown have been dis- 
covered in the Caucasus and in Alghanistaa. 

The great public event in Frauce has been 
the reception at Hyéres, and the public ia- 
ferment im Paris, of the body of Admiral 
Crarbet. The tribute of admiration has 


by showing the 
foreign wars’ and adventare, It is to be 
hoped that the ill-advised Madagascar war 


the habit is so strong in the South that 


Berlin, Sept. 15, 1885. 

Tue General Synod of the National Ohurch 
of Prussia will meet on the 10th of next 
month. During the last four weeks three 
great conferences have been assembied. 
The Lutherans within the National Oburch 
had their bienwial gathering on August 25th 
and 26th. About 250 members attended. 


Hitherto the railways had always granted | i 


facilities for such conferences by prolonging 
the duration of return tickets; this was 
not done this time. We Protestants always 
suffer in Prussia from the desire of our 
Government to be impartial. The large 
Roman Cutholic gatherings are not to be 
facilitated in any way, and, therefore, the 
Minister for Public Works declines the pri- 
vilege also to those Protestant meetings 
which are not purely religious or charitable, 
bat touch questions of Church policy. This, 
however, did not lessen much the attendance, 
although the difference is not unimportant 
to our mostly poor country pastors. The 
Latheran party has ite adherents chiefly 
among the older pastors, and among the 


will soon cease, with that of Tonkin. 


= 
4 
3 


Holzhener said “that all churches might 
learn from the Lutherans on the point of 
doctrine,” —we cannot approve of such sayings. 
On the whole, two distinct currents of opinion — 
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with the fatal, stolid resistance to various means : 
which God abuedantly blesses, The 
vetance of the Rev. R. W. McAll and others, ; 
wed thet of the ever-advancing Salvationists, | che place for receiving the infants confided 
is gradusliy anbinging this resistance, bat it is | to ite care as soon as they are weaned ; it 
dow work. Knowledge is power; this will be their country house, and, it is hoped, 
needs to be communicated, and—.| preserve many lives. The mortality among 
time is short. “assisted” infants, hitherto, has been very 
The French and African Encouragement | reat. 
Society has furnished to Pastor Jacques and| The Irraclitish Alliance, now in its 96th 
Dr. Jean ree countries, 
way and where it seeks to defend the interests of 
lerael. Ite members pamber 30,000, and 
@f Medicine and Surgery ; to M. Coillard, | ite badget exceeds 400,000 franca. It sup- 
various apparatus and tools needed in the 
Zambesi expedition, carried on eo nobly and 
successfully. 
The Government are determined to effect 
the suppression of the infamous gambling 
establishment of Mowhco, and are taking steps 
been general, and his death ia Tonkin seems 
to help forward the policy of peace and 
GERMANY. 
[From our own Correspondent. } | Comservative nobility of the provinces. 
Only very few of the Berlin clergymen 
attended. The most largr-bearted view 
was taken by General - Superintendent 
Braun in his introductory sermon, who said 
that the Church would reap some benefit 
from all the views represeuted within ber 
pale. As to the other speakers, a little more 
stance, Mr. Meinhold said “ that God loved 
the Latheran Church best of all;” if Mr. 
were felt in the conference. One is the more 
exclusive Lutheran one, which showed iteelf 
in the ab ve-mentioned expressions, and | 
| which ever pleaded for the exclusion of non- : 
Latherans from the Latherau altar. On the 
other side, a very large number took # wider | 
position. They heartily approved of the co- 
operation with the party of the Positive 
Union, and desire the admission of other 
evangelical Christians to the Communion in 
Lutheran churches, In that respect the ; 
x 
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AUSTRALIA. 
WORK AMONG THE ABORIGINES. 


Tue Rev. Robert Hamilton, of Melbourne, 
who has laboured for a long time in Austra- 
lia, has drawn our attention to the melancholy 

of the native race, and also to the 
which have been made by the Chris- 
churches on their behalf. After Britain 


violent collision and loss of life, especially 
after the country became somewhat settled 
with pastoral occupants. The poor natives 
behoved to come off worst. They were 
overawed by the numbers and the formid- 
able weapons of the whites. The pastoral 
tenants were bent on protecting their flocks 
and herds, at whatever cost to the dispossessed 
inhabitants. It was utterly impossible for 
the aborigines to en’er into competitim with 
the white: in anv of the enterprises of civiliza- 


tion. They could only wander about as they | 


in the mission work proceed 
day-schools, The highest Church aathdrity 
in Prussia, ‘the Upper Charch Council 
(Boangelischer Ober irchen rath), is 
deeply impressed by the need of this powerful 
agency, that they continue their exhortation ¥ 
in favour of opening new Sunday-schools, 
and also exert themselves to gather correct 
statistical retarns. | 

It, therefore, may be stated that in Ger- 
many Sunday-schools are deeply needed, 
They are very popular among scholars, 
teachers, and pastors. , They will produce a 
new generation of Christians. 


were wont to do do, seeking supplies of their 
wants as they were best able. Bat their 
liberties were sadly curtailed. They became 
trespassers on their own territory while camp- 
ing on their old hunting ground. Moreover 
the source of supply for their daily wants 
soon became almost driel up. Their staple 
food, the kangaroo, opossum, and wombat, 
wild duck, turkey, and swan, was wasted 
before their eyes by the shooting practices of 
the whites. This, doubtless, appeared to 
them to be a wanton and hostile destruction 
of their living. In the scarcity of their native 
game, what should they do for subsistence / 
They must either beg, or deliberately help 
themselves out of the plentiful stock of the 
white man, When they begged they made 
themselves appear as a nuisance. The squatter 
could not see why he should be obliged to 
support a gang of useless, rude, and lazy 
wanderers. At the same time, he would aot 
refuse them a portion of ratious more or less 
liberal. But even when they obtained a 


reasonable supply, it could not satisfy their 
x 2 
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always felt most uncomfortable on a Sunday, | chance. They now have changed their mind | 
and wes glad when it was over! In Germany so much that they publish annually the pro- 
the Bunday is not thought a day of sanctifica- gress of the blessed institution with satisfac- | 
tion, bat « day of pleasure and recreation. tion by giving statistical returns. Even the . 
Another striking sign of the real Christian | Rationalistic party, usually not at all zealous 
spirit being missed is the grest want of | in practical religion, but fearing to lose their 
generosity when sums of money are required | influence on the young, who are bent to go 
for any home or foreign mission work. Nearly | to Sunday-school, have opened Sunday- 
all Christian societies and institations are | schools too. 
entreating the public the whole year round | No better proof of the good resulting from 
to be helped from their debts. Numbers of | Sandey-schdols could be given than that ; 
inflaential men in State and Church, even | pastors and schoolmasters declare that their ; 
well-meaning Christians, for along time have | best boys and girls are those who atiend 
denied any need of Sanday-schools in Ger- | Sunday-schools, They easily find out that 
many; bat when, after all, Sunday-schools | they are better informed in religion, and in 
were opened and everywhere up to this day | advance of those who do not attend. Indeed, : 
we observe that numbers of Christian labourers : 
| 
| | 
there is the slightest 
annexed New South Wales, the work of | | 
population began among the aborigines. | 
It could not be expected they would at | | 
once tamely submit to what they doubiless | 
regarded as a monstrous and unrighteous | 
usurpation. Hence there were many cases of ) 
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uiremeots. The flour, and tea was bodily wants of the entire bleck community 

food for which they hed petaral relish, |have been amply supplied. Some of the 

And when, in the scarcity of their nativegame, ol-ler members of the dark community would 

they proceeled to help themselves out of the never submit to leave their native 

herd or the ff ck to food for which they had abandon their primitive shelter 
and live in a mongrel 

patives, drawn from different 


behalf of the poor perishing savages; bat the | living, The Christian 
ristians were moved to interpore 


95 


2 


fired by the example of the Moravians. From | taken into account. 
less to more, there have sprang up six | It is gratifying to know that some remark- 
stations in Victoria, in which the great bulk | able instances of conversion have taken place, 
of the aboriyines are now congregated for’! and some of the converts have given striking 
religious inetruction and industrial training. | proof of their fidelity to the Gospel by their 
The industries which they learn vary accord- stealfast and consistent Christian character. 
ing to the nature of the soil where the Alibough but » small remnant-of the race 
settlement is formed. In one, sheep-farming | may be preserved, or even if they should die 
prevails ; in another, arrowroot is grown ; in | out altogether, it is pleasing to that 
a third, hops are the product; and im all of among the multitude that no man can 
them, more or less, the usual crops of arable | number, “of all nations and kindreds and 
farms are raised. ‘ people and tongues,” who shall stand before 

The results of these missionary efforts, in | the Throne aad before the Lamb, shall be 
spite of all surrounding difficulties, have been, some of the unfortunate race who 
upon the whole, highly gratifying. The possessed the Australian continent. 


NOTES FROM ABROAD. 


Tut Fiji Times, referring to the secession | case a party of women were marooned for 
from the Methodist Church in Tonga, says: | refusing acquiescence with the King’s com- 
“The state of the country is deplorable in| mands, The contention is increasing in the 
the extreme. The most rigorous persecution | fierceness of its character. The old heathen 
is being carried on to compel the people to | spirit is being evoked, and Tonga appears to 
accept the mew Church. Native ministers | be fast drifting back into irreligioo, anarchy, 
and-even women have been flogged for re- | and bloodshed.” 
fusing, and in one case a rope was placed| Many of our: readers (says the Melbourne 
round a minister's neck, and instant hanging | Spectator) will bave heard before these lines 
was threatened if he did not turn. In another | raach them that the distinction of Doctor of 


i Nothing was done that elective on | he subjected to a pew and 

| 

| Government in suitable localities. Permanent the Government Board, and 

! encampments were formed, where the neigh- number of years the inspector has reported 

| bouring blacks might be reclaimed from | 100 per cent. of resulte—~a degree of sucess 

; their wanderiugs, and be induced to settle, beyond that of any school of white childrea 

where they might receive regular rations at the im the colony. In estimating this success ¥ 

Government expense, and where they might fairly, however, the perfect regularity with 

be instructed in the doctrines and duties of which the children of the small community 

the Christian system, Other churches became can attend school aad learn lessons has to be 


~. 


of Methodists and others, not only iu Victoria, 
“put aleo im other colonies, will, we are quite 
sare, join im our congratulation to Mr 
Watkin. is about the most popular man 


rel 
FE 


if 
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. | the city of Hing-hwa, about half-way between 


Amoy and Foo-chow. 
Presbyterianiem is consilerable 
strides in the United States. The various 


divisions of Preshyterians have the following 
charehes and membership in the Siates :— : 
The Northern Assembly has oversight of 
5,793 churches, with 5,341 ministers and 
615,942 communicants; aed the Southern 
Aswembly pumbers 2,040 churches and 


-| 127,107 members. The Amembly of the 


United Presbyterian Chureh has 858 churches 
aod 87,637 members, The Assembly of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church bas 2,463 
churches and 122,249 members. The Re- 
formed Church has 620 churches and 61,880 
members. The grand total is 11,854 
charches and 1,034,306 members. 

The Ovlorade (U.S.) Conference, Bishop 
Andrews presiding, vigorously endorsed the 
summer school which it is propored to 
organize in the vicinity of Denver, after the 
model of Chastaequa, The Conference 
joined with the University authorities in 
inviting Dr. Vincent to take charge of the 
The ministers voted to do no 
work or travelling on the Sabbath that is not 
strictly necessary, and to take no Sunday 
newspepers, and requested that no chugch 
news shall be given for Sunday newspapers 
by any member of the Curference. 

When the meeting-house of the First Bap- 
tiet Church in Louisville, Ky., the seat of 
the chief Baptist Theological Semimary of 
the Southern States, was recently burnt 
down, the use of the Jewish Synagogue was 
offered and secepted. Just such another 
cuse ocourred some years ago in St. Louis, 
and the mutual liberality did not wholly 


escape criticisin. 


tien of three guineas a year to the Liberation 
“Lam a brewer,” be says, in ex- 
planation, “and your Charch is now a huge 
Teetotal Society, and bent en the destruc- 


Charch only amounts to three guineas a year 
will not be greatly missed. 

We hear from Hounslow that the death 
of Mise Wesley is developing seed which has 
long been sown, and leading to results which 
it is « delight t> witmess, Her death was 
‘announced in orders, and all who wished to 
attend the funeral were allowed passes. 
The seriousness of the soldiers at the service 
was deep, and their heartfelt sorrow could 
not be concealed. A large number were aleo 
preseat at the Sunday evening sarvice after 


iv 
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by the Victoria University in the Dominion 
Canada. This is a compliment aot oaly 
to the worthy recipient of the honour, but 
to Wesley College and to Australasian 
have already 
» Mr. 
‘an 
con- 
al life, 
spared 
wg 
to be 
eus 
which | 
d 
of America, and of the Presbyterian Churches 
of America and England. It is proposed | 
A Brewer has written to the 
Bishop of Rochester to acquaint him with 
the important fact that he (the brewer) is 
about to sever his conpezion with the Cbarch 
of Eagland and transfer hie annual subserip- 
tion of an important and honourable branch ' 
of industry.” Most of our readers will pro- | 
bably agree with the Jobo, im thinking that 
a brewer whose pecuniary support of his |the interment. The service was very im- 


| 
‘ 

‘ 


are 


© 
¢ 
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CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

Tur (Church Missionary Inielligence continues Bishop Hanpington s sceount of his 
movements in East Africa. The Bishop bed returned from Obagga to Frere Town, and 
writes from on beard H.M.S. Kingfisher, which was conveying him to Zenziter. There is 
nothing pertitularly striking im the incidents of bis journey down, but the fol owing gives us 
& glimpee of ite cheracter: “ Seventy miles im the last two days began to tell on the greater 


@ great addition to their food. When we entered « camp, about 10.30 a.m, though some 
were more than willis g to march « little farther, I felt it to be really unkind to ask them 
to do so; I therefcre raid I should leave them to rest, and march om alone to the const. 
Two, however, were ready to accompany me, and « third, with a big heart, though with poor 
feet, yolunte: red, but was not accepted ; and well he for one of 

mount the denkey for a time. I put the last two biscuits of a tin, some dates, and some 
cheese, into a little box for myself, and giving the men some heads of Indian corn, away we 
went. But we were pot to starve, or even go short; another very fine guinea-fowl fell to 
my gum ; and shout 7 p.m. we halted, lybted a fire, and cooked our delicacy in the bot ashes. 
Whee fluisbed, one of the men cut off the breast, and handing it me in his fingers, I discussed 
it im the seme way, end, despite a certain amount ef ashes, it proved most delicious ; then 
crawling in'o little grave but, I kue!t down and thenked God for His mercies, and bet ween 
my two attendants, on a few bandfuls of gms, rested for two hours. Then on again. A 
lion’s roar causes us to tart, as it breaks in upom the monotonous chirping of the crickets, 
and a night-bird's ecrram pulls ome up sharp, for we are now nearing the war-paths of the 
Masai, end heave no devire to encounter them with so small a party as three.” 

From another pert of the great African continent an secount comes of the Upper Niger 
Mission, written by Archdeacon Jobneon, who hes since returned to Enyland. At Lakoja it 
necessary to dieniire several of the agents, which was exceedingly diecoursging. Dr. 
Percy Brown had died. The Archdeacon writes very affectionately about him, and winds up by 
saying that bie brief career bes proved conclusively the need of such a medical mission as this 
om the Niger. A peculiarity of the place is thus touched on: “The class, however, 
presents a festure which, | believe, is to be found nowhere else, certainly not in any of the 
mission staticns which I bave visited. I refer to the absolute preponderance of women over 
men. In fact, only one man's name is on the books, out of twenty-eight communicants, I 
gave the reason for this im a former report, and the opinion of all with whom I have 
conversed agrees with what I have expressed. Many men have been lost to the church from 

. lt 1 should consent to-day to enrol polygamists in the list of i 
ie no doubt that we should have a full church ; bet we dare not, just for the sake of 
a show of members, depart by a bair's breadth from the rule laid down by the 
rale founded upon Christ's own law. Some of these polygamists come to church to 
Word of God; se may hope then that, sooner or later, their hearts will be 
that they will be brought to see the enormity of their guilt and the danger in whi 
have voluntaily placed themeelves. Othere there are who were lost to us 
having enbreced Mubammedaniem. There is no blinking the fact that our 
been unsaiisfactory owing to the beneful influence exercised ever our converts 
of the country, who are Mobammedans. Time after time, one is compelled 

which is enough to make @ stony heart bleed. The princes and 
their people to a most cruel extent. Their progress through a town 
& visitation of locurts. In June last, for example, ome of the princes 
followers, who are always considezed as privileyed, went about robbing the 
treating all those who dared to raise a finger im self-defence. Our i 
having the temerity to say thet his sheep was stolen, was tied up, with his wife, 
to the hest of broiling sun, while the licensed :obbers helped themselves to 
be carried avay from bis bouse and berm. Then, as if that was not enough, the 
fined him filty begs of cowries and three slaves. The poor man was obliged to 
night to the busb, and there hid himself for three days, before crossing over to 
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he remained for some time, ‘until the tyranny was overpast.' Their prey having thus 
qcaped them, the robbers fell on the house of a neighbour, and carried off some of the 
inmates, who were sold as slaves.” . 
Archdeacon Johnson gives the particulars of an event which may prove to have an 
t bearing on the canre of the mission. A leading woman at Onitsha assumed the 
tithe of Omu, or Queen. “The Omu is the fountain of all honour to the women, as the Ez, 
or King, is the fountain of honour to the men in the country. She has the absolute control 
of the trade in which the women are engaved, and can stop and open as occasion requires. 
Wo important law affecting the rights and liberties of her sex could be passed by the king 
and chiefs in council without being first comuunicated to her and her chief women of the 
fest, second, and third clas for their approval. But this coveted position could only be 
secured after a prodigious expenditare of money, and hence but few ‘vould aspire to it, It 
is said that the Ona regnant was preparing for the throne she now fills for many years. 
The ceremony la-t June weluded the giving of “ dashes” or presents to the king and chiefs, 
secording to their rank ; to the women, also accorling to their order; to the common 
people ; and to the strangers in the country. For days together public dinners were given 


sion to the throne thé Onn was only known to me as one of the chief leaders in the various 
heathen oberrvances in the country. She had a powerful influence over others, and this 
was used, as I thooght, adversely to the intereste of Christianity ; for through her one of 
our communicants became eo indifferent as almost to cease to come to church. Our astonish- 
mént, therefore, was great when, being invested with power as queen, she declared her will 
‘and plessurecto be, first and foremost, that every woman was to attend church, and ‘hat there 
wes thenceforth to be no going to the oil markets on Sundays, She showed that she was 
in earnest, for the very first Sunday after ber coronation she came to church in state, followed 
by a large number of women, many of whom were noted idolatresses who bad never entered 


the house of God before. Since then a more regular attendant we have not had than the 


Oma.” 
‘ CHINA INLAND MISSION. 

China's Millions contains a very earnest appeal from Mr. Arthur Eason, of Yunnan Fu. 
His words are well fitted to smite the heart of self-satisfied Christians ;: ‘‘ How many believers 
there are who are entirely taken up with feeding their own spiritual life, forgetful of the 
danger of others! How utterly contrary to the love of Jesus such a character is! He came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister. What fatalists many of us are in practice! It 
is promised to the Son of God, ‘He shall bave the beathea for His inheritance.” Eighteen 
hundred years have gone by since He Himself gave command to ‘go into all the world and 
preach the Gorpel to every creature.’ And yet, to-day, it is computed there are 600,000,000 
without the light of the Gospel. How many Christian young men, because they have busi- 
nese ability, and God has given them succees in their business, consider that an evidence that 
God has not called them to give themselves entirely for the spreading of the knowledge of the 
Gospel. These successful ones are the very men God requires for such service. If you 
Were not successful in your temporal affaira, how could you consider God had intrusted you 
with His greater riches? (Luxe xvi. 12.) It needs all the ability of the best quality for 
this highest of all earthly service.” 

Mr. Porker's “ Notes of a Journey in Kan-sub,” as referring to a part of China but little 
known, are interesting from several points of view, but chiefly because of what they show of 
the remarkable eagerness of the people to obtain copies of the Word of Gud. Mr. Parker 
says: “It is @ treat to sell the Scriptures to the Mohammedans. Some of them go off with 
the treasure more like schoolboys who bave received « prize than grave men.” The journey 
eecupied fifty-six days, during which Mr. Purker travelled more than seven hundred miles. 
The total number. of portions of Seripture sold was 3,053. Of one place on hie return 


part in the end with even my own copy to « lema who came rather late, so that I wes sold 


out. If all the monasteries are visited, » very large number wil) be required. Moham- 
heard of my sale of Scriptures in their character, and were quite clamorous for 


bad 
They would not believe J bad sold out. Their heads were as affable as any I have 
elewhere met, Even in the cookshop I bad to talk instead of eating. The Imam eat and 


at the queen's expense, and cowries were dixtributed with a profuse band. Before ber acces- i 

Mr. Parker says: bad previously | to a 
to give them as presents to his best customers. There was now a rush for them. I held g 
out some ti wanted td reserve what I bad for La-pe-long. It was no use; I had to | i 


314 EVAKGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. [Oct. 1, 1886 


listened, ard the landlord repeated everything I said for the benefit of the rest of 
customers, mest come an seen possible to these paste again, well oupplied with 
kinds of Scriptares.” : 

: MISSIONS OF THE AMERICAN BOARD. 


season the whole plain is one immense lake, and Emkontweni is 
of kraale about there are deserted for two or three months. No European could live im the 


of ground, it ie comparatively bealthfal. Perhaps Europeans could Jive there; but, with 

all my longings and wishes in the matter, I em unable to report it a healthful die‘rict, in 

my opinion. It may prove so, but it is too bot and too level to hold out mach hope. 

There are multitudes of people there eary of access, Kraals abound at every tarp, and a 

small steem-launch (or a large one) would be of excellent service for many hundred miles 

and down the Limpopo end Shangan Rivers. Island, away from the river, the 
an 


4 


— dlush to see it ; millet twenty feet high ; sweet potatoes, peanuts, melons, pumpkins, bes 
bananas, ete.—all as fine as any I ever raw. The whole plain was dotied with herds 
cattle. There is good timber in abundance. The Shangan, as I found before, is so 
we could scarcely drink it, but good water can be had by digging. We could go from Durban 
direct to Mar jova’s kreal with a steem-launch ; certainly from Delgoa Bay. And whenever 
we go into that field the water route is without any question the easiest, shortest, and safest 
route we could possibly choose.” 


MORAVIAN MISSIONS. 


The Periodical Accounts of the United Brethren continues the record of their labours 
among the heatheo, What strikes the reader in opening this periodical is the fact that the 
Moravian Missions are situated, to a great deyree, in very remote or inhoepitable regions, and 
among very unpromising tribes. Labrador, Greenland, the Moskito Coast—these are some 
of the places where they are labouring. It may be a question whether their efforts would 
not be better laid on more influential races, but there can be no question as to the simple 
faith and zee) that bas made them relect spheres of toil which have been neglected by others. 
The account is continued of Brother J. A. H. Hartmann's exploratory journey to Alaska. 
It seems to have been very laborious and trying. At one point he observes: “ Again I 
could not sleep, although I had made my bed as comfurtable as circumstances would permit. 
In order to have a change from the dry biscuit (the only bread we have), I made a damper 
of flour and water, which, though not of the firt quality, proved very palatable when eaten 
with our tinned butter. We rested to-day, and enjoyed a good sleep in the afternoon, The 
natives sing monotonous songs, or, I should rather say, hum them, repeating the words very 
rapidly. The words sound like ‘ Kanga anga ya, enga kanga’ (ng being pronounced as in 
tang, rang). As they seem fond of singing, .it will be a pleasing part cf the missionaries’ 
duty to teach them this art. This was my own experience in Australia ; and if the Eskimoes 
attain the same proficiency as the Australians, their teachers will feel amply rewarded for 
their trouble. Sitting in my tent, and musing on what I had observed of the manners and 
customs of this people, it occurs to me to note briefly some of the sights which we have not 
witnessed amongst them. 1. As intoxicating liquors are unknown in Alaska, we have never 
seen an Eskimo the woree for drink. 2%. We have never witnessed any quarrelling amongst 
them. 3. We bave never seen women ill-treated by men. 4. We have never detected the 
natives in any act of dishonesty, nor did they attempt to steal from us even when they could 
have done so unnoticed. 5. We never have had occasion to suspect them of harbouring 
evil designs against us; we were perfectly safe amongst them.” 


bis 

all 

The Missionery Herald (Boston) contains an account of a new piece of explorstion 
effected by Mr. Richards. He started from Delegoa Bay, snd made « succesful tour to 
Baleni, and from thence to Inhambane. That region, in East Africa, is very uninviting, 
although very populous, Mr. Richards says the Beleni plain is about twenty-five miles 
across, and extends north-west and routh-cast as far as the eye can reach. “The Limpopo, or 
Bembe, flows directly throngh the centre, and the Shangan River forms the eastern boundary. 
kontweni is on the Limpopo, about twelve miles north of the Shangan River, the rainy 


Oct. 1, 1885.) BVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. B15 


GLASGOW CONFERENCE, 
OCTOBER 6—4. 
Tue programme for the Conference has been completed, and we give below the arrangements 
as to the various meetings. A goodly number of members from all parts of the kingdom have 
intimated their intention to be present, and the Council earnestly ask for the prayers of 


greatly blessed. 
AU the Meetings, except the Communion Service, will be held in the Queen's Rooms. 


TUESDAY, 6. 
at 7 Meerive at 8 ru. The Loup Provosr of Giascow to 
— Addresses of welcome by the Conveners, on belalf of the Glasgow General Committec. 
ief Addresses Lord Polwarth (the President of the Alliance), the Ma meee Of Ailen, and others. 
i _—- —its work in promoting Christian union and the of the persecuted ” 
Address by the Rev. J. H. Rigg, p.p., Loudon. 


WEDNESDAY, Ocroszr 7. 


10 o’clock—Ustrep Communion in Claremont Church. Cordacted by the 
Revs. A. Bowan, p.p., J. Exper D.p., and A. Scorr Matruzson. 11 to 1 o'clock. 
—Conrzrexce. Chairmen, the Right Hon. Loup Potwautn. “ The Annual Address,” by the Rev. 
J. Monro Gibson, D.p., Lendon. Subject—*“ Unity by the way of the Cross.” “The Practical Resolu- 
tions,” to be read and enforced by the Rev. Joha Stoughton, p. p., London. Brief abstract of the 
“ Religious Liberty in Turkey.” Resolution to be 


Esq. Subjects of Addresses—(1) “ Present Day Unbelief,” by the Rev. Prebendary Anderson, M.a.. 
Bath ; (2) “Present Day Worldliness among Profcssing Christians,” by the Rew, George Miller, 
Bristol ; (3) “ The Non-Church-guing Problem,” by the Rev. James Paton, 8 4., Glasgow. 
Meerixe at Half-past 7 o'clock. Chairman, J. A. Esq., Lt.p., 
Addresses by the Rev. Principal Cairns, p.p. ; Rev. Principal Simon; Rev. J. J, Varnier, of Messina ; 
J. N. Cuthbertson, ; and Rev. A. N. Somerville, p.p. Subject—* The State of Religion on the 
Continent, with reference to Scandinavia, Germany, Italy, Bohemia, and the East.” 


THURSDAY, 8. 


8.30 o’clock.—Breaxrast For MEMBERS AXD Sir W. 
10.80 Martine. J. R. Esq., to’preside. 11 to 1 o'clock. 
Chairman, Sir W. McAnruue, uP. Su of Addresses—(1) “ The 
Authority and Sufficiency of Holy Scripture,” by the Rev. Canon Taylor, p.p., Liverpool ; (2) “The 
Power of Christ’s Resurrection,” by the Rev. Talbot Greaves, u.a., ton; (83) “The Work of the 
Holy Spirit,” by the Rev. Charles London. 

AFTERYOOE, 3 o’clock.—Mrtixe ror Conrersycs. Chairman, Admiral Sir W. Kiva 
Hawt, «.0.8. Subjects of Addresses— (1) “Observance of the Lord’s Day,” by the Rev. Andrew 
Thomson, D.D., and the Rev. A. Campbell ; (2) “ Temperance,” by Professor J.G. McKendrick, u_p., 


ILD, ¥. 8.8. 

at Half-past 7 o'clock. Chairman, the Hon. the 
Mayor of Loxpow. Subjects of Addresses—(1) “ Foreign Missions,” by the Rev. J. C. Herdman, p.p., 
Melrose ; and a sbort Paper by the Rev. Dr. Williamecn, China; (2) pai Healing, or the Power of 


Prayer,” by the Rev. Newman Hall, 1t.p , Londow ; (3) “ Godly Upbringi 
Rev, J. Oswald Dykes, p.p., Loudon. Concluding Address by by Sir William 


uir, K.C.8.1., LL.D., 


COPENHAGEN CONFERENCE VOLUME. 


Br the time the present number of vangelical Christendom reaches the hands of 
The Council hope that many friends of the Alliance will secure copies of this 
(con reports on the Religious Condition of Christendom in 1884, and various other 
papers on important and interesting subjects), not only for their own use, but also for 
tion, copies will be supplied at the subscriber's price—four copies for £1. 
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ANNUAL INVITATION FOR THE WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL 
. PRAYER AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE YEAR, 


Tue following invitation and programme of subjects prepared by the Council of the 


British Evangelical Alliance has been approved and adopted by the various foreign branches, 


and is now being cirenlated throughout the world. Obristians everywhere are earnestly 


 pequested to a-sist in extending the observance of the annual concert in prayer 


Beloved Brethren im Chrict,—Never was a time, perbaps, when God's people bad more 
heaven. We affectionately and earnestly invite you, whether singly or o liectively, to lift 
ep your hearts and voices to God during the Week of Prayer appointed for the ensuing 


to be said that while the lightoing encompasses the earth with its belt of wire, 
while men have frequent and almost instantaneous communications qith each other in far-off 
regions of the globe, Christians make but feeble use of that more ul power of prayer, 

by which they communicate with heaven | 

“At the beginning of the sapplication the eommand ment came forth "—was the response 
conveyed by the ange! Gabriel to Daniel’s petitions. Not even peed the instrament be set 
in motion ; not one solitary moment of time is necessary. He who hears prayer has created 
the desire to pray ; the disporition is from Him ; He puts it into our hearts to summon you 
imto that blessed communication with Himself, which is quicker than the lightaiog flash, and 
surer than the strongest cable. We may, therefore, humbly say, while inviting you to join 
im our Annual Week of Prayer—*‘ The Lerd Aath beard us ; God #& with us!” 

Hitherto, the Divine blessing has rested remarkably upon the Universal Week of 
Prayer. Year after year we receive (praised be God) penemed tokens of increasing interest 
in these gatherings, The zone of supplication and thanksgiving is ever widening, eo that it 
encompasses more and more the peoples and the countries of the whole earth. Let us pray, 

on. Oh! when shall He come ; when shall He reign amongst a+, to whom the right 

? When shall wars and rumours of wars cease? When shall vice and sin and 
misery no longer ravage or destroy? When shall the darkness of idolatry and superstition 
be turved inte the eternal light? God in His mercy grant that our fervent and united 
prayers may, im the chain of His marvellous providence, prepare the way for the conversion 
of the nations, for the more speedy manifestation of the kingdom of His dear Son, and for the 
creation of all things anew in Christ. 

We remain, in brotherly love, on behalf of the Evangelical Alliance, yours faithfally. 

[Signed by the Representatives of the British and other Organizations. } 
TOPICS SUGGESTED FOR EXHORTATION AND PRAYER. 

The following subjects are suggested for general adoption, in order that the supplications 
of the Lord's people may be of one accord during the week ; but the varying circumstances | 
of different countries where meetings are held may necessitate either amplification or altera- 
tions in detail :-— 

Suspar, Jax. 3.—Sermous Occupy till I come.” Loke xix. 13. 

Mowpar, Jan. 4—Praise and Thanksgiving :—For the Spirit of Prayer vouchsafed us; for all 
the bounties of Providence ; for God’s long-suffering goodness in that He has not taken away His 


Holy Spirit from us on account of our little faith and many provocations; for His faithful promises 
in Christ Jesus ; for continuing aud multiplying opportunities of proclaiming His gospel of grace; for 


the of Christian missions among Jews and Guntiles, and the free course given to the Word of 
the , Botwithstauding all the opposition of infidelity and abounding inigaity. Pea. cxivii.; 2 Sam. 
vi. 12—19; Pea. exvi.; 1 Chron. xxix. 1O—15; Isaiah Ixi.; Acts iv. 1 3 leaiah liv. 


Turspar, Jax. 5.—Humilistion avd Confession :—National sins; social sins; personal sins. 
Want of appreciation of the love of Christ; hardness of heart; unfaithfalness and slothfulness in 
service ; false shame in confessing the Name of Christ before men, and lly among our own class 
and kindred. Want of zeal in missionary work, both at home and Want of brotherly kind- 
ness and charity. Isainh Iviii.; Psa. li.; Rom. ii. ; 1 Cor. iii.; Isaiah xlvii.; Jer. ili. 12—28; 1 Thess. v. 

Weprespary, Jax. 6.—The Church and the Family :—Tha: the Church of Christ may be more 
united in the honds of faith and love; that, holding fast the Head, it may grow with the imerease of 
Ged ; that it may be delivered from false apostles and wolves in "s clothing; that Christ may be 
the end of the rit may rest more and more on 
Christian families; on all engaged in the training and education of the young, on Sunday-schools, and 
on Christian Associations of young men and young women. Ephes. iv. 1—24; John xv. 1—12; John 
xvii. 6—26; Col. ill. 1—17; Prov. xziii. 18-26; Gal. v.; xx. 28—38; Epistle Jude; Prov. iv. 
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% sth 


Read letter from the Secretary of the United 
States Branch of the Alliance, officially noti- 
fying the death of the Rev. Dr. Ireneras Prime, 


Editor of the New York Obermer, and for 


13; Rom. xil.; James 


inds ; that intemperance 


- Mare. 


gery, Weston-duper. Mere. 


W 
Rev. J. Urqubesrt, Ww. 


Mr Perey 
Mrs. sllie, 


both 


te the New York Committee and to the family 


of the late Dr. Prime -— 


The following resolution was unsnimously 
adopted by the Council, and the Secretary 
was instracted to forward a copy of it, 

“The Council have learned with much 
sorrow of the decease of the Rev. Dr. [renapus 
Prime, of New York, for many years one of 


the Hon. Secretaries of the United States 


soch 
phory ; 
special requests sre macdie 
gremme: 1. Plegse endeavoar to bring the 
united preyer daily during the week; 2% Ci 
number of me-tings; 3. Kindly forward brief 
the Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam Street, 5 
PROCEEDINGS 
Tae usual monthly meeting of Council 
beld on Thursday, Sept. 17th; Donald 
Matheson, E-q., in the chair. The Scriptures 
were read by the Chairman, and prayer was 
offered by the Rev. J. S. Russell. 
MEMBERS. 
The following persone were unanimously 
admitted membership -— | 
Captain Weston-super- Mare. 
Mare. 
are. 
Mrs Lowgherd, Weston super Mare 
Mrs. Evans, Weston-cuper- 
— 
many yeers one of the Honorary Secretaries 
— Black beath. of the Alliance in thet country. 
Mies Turquaud, Reading. 
Mr. Brown, Reading. | 
Miss Glover, Tuttenham. 
Sergt.- Alston, Sandgst-. 
Bag” 
Mrs Alcxander, Woodbridge. 
H. Andrews, W 
Bev. Jor. Crowther, 
De. Prime the whole Evangelical | 
Rev. J. W. Edwards, Wickham Market. Uiance has lost a cordial and attached 


BVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 1, 1885. 


ANNUAL INVITATION FOR THE WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL 
PRAYER AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE YEAR, 
aed fi prepared by the Council of the 
Tre following invitation and programme of subjects 
British Evangelical Alliance has been approved and adopted by the various foreign branches, 
and is now being circulated throughout the world. Obristians everywhere are earnestly 
requested to a*sist in extending the observance of the annual concert in prayer :— 
Beloved Brethren in Christ,—Never was a time, perhaps, when God's people bad more 
need, with prayer end supplication and thanksgiving, to spread forth their hands towards 
heaven. We affectionately and earnestly invite you, whether singly or © liectively, to lift 
up your hearts and voices to God during the Week of Prayer appointed for the ensuing 


oe ee Men go to and fro, and knowledge increases every where. 
Is it to be said that while the lightoing encompasses the earth with its belt of wire, and 
while men have frequent and almost instantaneous communications with each other in far-off 
regions of the globe, Christians make but feeble use of that more wonderful power of prayer, 
by whieh they communicate with heaven | | 

“ At the beginning of the supplication the eommand ment came forth "—was the reeponse 
conveyed by the ange! Gabrie? to Daniel's petitions, Not even need the instrament be set 
in motion ; not one rolitary moment of time is necessary. He who hears prayer has created 
the desire to pray ; the disposition is from Him; He puts it into our hearts to sammon you 
imto that blessed communication with Himself, which is quicker than the lightning flash, and 
surer than the strongest cable. We may, therefore, humbly say, while iuviting you to join 
in our Annual Week of Prayer—* The Lord Aath beard us ; God w with us!” 

Hitherto, the Divine blessing bas rested remarkably upon the Universal Week of 
Prayer. Year after year we receive (praised be God) renewed tokens of incregsing interest 
in these gatherings. The zone of supplication and thankegiving is ever widening, s0 that it 
encompasses more and more the peoples and the countries of the whole earth, Let us pray, 
prey on. Oh! when shall He come ; when shall He reign amongst as, to whom the right 
belongs? When shall wars and rumours of wars cease? When shall vice and sin and 
misery no lopger ravage or destroy? When shall the darkness of idolatry and superstition 
be turned inte the eternal light? God in His mercy grant that our fervent and united 
prayers may, im the chain of His marvellous providence, prepare the way for the conversion 
of the nations, for the more speedy manifestation of the kingdom of His dear Son, and for the 
creation of all things anew in Chrict. 

We remain, in brotherly love, on behalf of the Evangelical Alliance, yours faithfully. 


[Signed by the Representatives of the British and other Oryanizatious. | 
TOPICS SUGGESTED FOR EXHORTATION AND PRAYER. 


The following subjects are suggested for general adoption, in order that the supplications 
of the Lord’s people may be of one accord during the week ; but the varying circumstances 
of different countries where meetings are held may necessitate either amplification or altera- 
tions in detail :-— 

Jan. 3.—Sermons Occupy till I come.” Lake xix. 13. 

MowpaY, Jax. 4—Praise and Thanksgiving :—For the Spirit of Prayer vouchsafed us; for all 
the bounties of Providence ; for God's long-suffering goodness in that He has not tikev away His 
Holy Spirit from us on account of our little faith and many provocations; for His faithful promises 
in Christ Jesus ; for continuing and multiplying opportunities of proclaiming His gospel of grace; for 
the of Christian missions among Jews and Gentiles, and the free course given to the Word of 
the , Botwithstaading all the opposition of infidelity and abounding iviqaity. Psa. cxivii.; 2 Sam. 
vi. 12—19; Pea. exvi.; I Chron. xxix. 10—15; Isaiah Ixi.; Acts iv. 18—83; Isaiah liv. ‘ 

Tusspay, Jay. 5.—Humiliation and Confession :—National sins; social sins; sins. 
Want of appreciafion of the love of Christ; hardness of heart; unfaithfulness and fulness in 
service ; false shame in confessing the Name of Christ before men, and especially among our own class 
and kimired. Want of zeal in mi work, both at home and abroad.. Want of brotherly kind- 
ness and charity. Isaixh viii. ; Psa.li.; Rom. ii. ; 1 Cor. iii.; Isaiah xlvii.; Jer. iii. 12—28; 1 

Weprespay, Jax. 6.—The Church and the Family :—That the Church of Christ may be more 
united in the bonds of faith and love; that, holding fast the Head, it may grow with the increase of 
God ; that it may be delivered from false aposties and wolves in "s clothing ; that Christ way be 
all in all in ite teaching ; and that the and power of the Hol rit may rest more and more on 
Christian families; ou sll engaged in the training and education of the young, on Sunday-schools, and 
on Christian Associations of young men and young women. Ephes. iv. 1—24; John xv. 1—12; John 
xvii, 6—26 ; Col. iii. 1—17; Prov. xxiii. 18—26; Gal. v.; Adte xx. 28—38; Epistle Jude; Prov. iv. 


Q 


Oot. 1, 1885.) 


Taveenar, Jax. 7.—Home and Foreign Missions :— Far the ovutpoering 


the unsaved; for the reviv-l and inerease of a 
home mirsi:a.e and 
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of the Holy epon 
im the hearts of all whe believe; for 


eBorts— that more labourers, full of the spirit of love and power, may 


be sent forth, «nd that a creat ingathering of souls may take place; for native Christians among the 
brathen.— that they may be kept stesdfast end in seeking the eaivation of thelr countrymen ; 


for missionsries and teachera,—that great grace and wisdom may 
may be bronght into the faith of Christ ; 


be to them; for God's ancient 
for the maintenance of religious 


leraei—that 
auxvii.; Acts x. 34—48; Rom, zi. 22-36; Joel li. 21—82; Acts xxvi. 
1 Thess. i.; Micah iv.; Zech. iv. 
Farpar, Jax. 8 —Nations and Goverwments :—For kings and all in aothority ; for the spread of 


and pence; for the defeat of malicions plots and conspiracies; for 


the abetement of national 


and prevention of unrighteous wers; for the entire abolition of the sleve trade, the opium 


and all torms of immoral trefic ; for a favourable reception of Christian missionaries by hea 
| and for the coming of Christ io His ki 


rulers and 


1 Tim. 1—6; Pea. xi.; 2 Tim. 


i. ; ; Pen. Ixxil.; Rom. sii. 1—8; Pea. axiz.; Matt. xxiv. 
Satvapar, Jaw. 9 — The Christian Life :—For increase of faith, hope, avd charity; for such 


conformity to Christ and fulness of spirit as may fit as for being 
. for more love to the Bible; for the better observance of the Lord’s-day and of family worship ; for 
enccess of efforts to prevent or cure intemperance, to relieve the sick, and to rescue the perishing ; 


benevoleut ivetitations and rescue work of all kinds; that intemperance 


more used for our Baviour’s 


may cease, Eph. i. 16—28; 


Jax. 10.— Sermons voor bins be girded shout, and your lights berning ; and 
ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their Lord.” Lake xii. 35, 36. 

The following special requests are made to all who receive the Week of Prayer pro- 


gramme; 1. Please endeavour to bring the Lord's people together—few or many—for 


during the week ; 2. Circulate the programme widely, to increase the 


the Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


Tug usual monthly meeting of Council wa: 
held ov Thureday, Sept. 17th; Donald 
Matheson, E-q., in the chair. The Scriptures 


were read by the Chairman, and prayer was | 


offered by the Bev. J. 8. Rissell. 
NEW MEMBERS, 
The following persone were unanimously 
admitied t) membership :-— 


Captain Gill, Weston-saper- Mare. 
Mrs Giil, Weston-super- Mare. 
Mrs. Percy Hall, Weston-se 
Mrs. Wy tlie, Weston-super- 
Miss C. Margars, 
Miss M. Ma:gary, Weston-super- Mare. 
Rev. J. Urqubert, Weston-super-Mare. 
Mrs. Roxburgh, Weston-super- Mare. 
Mrs. Evans, Weston-eaper 
iss Drummond, South Newiagton. 

ise — Drummond, South Newington. 
Rev. T. Lanfear, We 
Mrs. Hall, Blackheath. 
Mies Turquand, Reading. 
Mr. Brown, Reading. 
Mre. Colbeck, 
Major-General Cave, Isleworth. 
Miss Tottenham. 
Bergt.-Mu om Alston, Sandgate. 
8. .. Woodbridge. 
Mra. Alexander, Voulbridge. 
Rev. H. Andrews, Wvodbridge. 
Rev. Jos, Crowther, Wood bridge. 
Rev. C. B. Ratcliffe, Woodbridge. _ 
Charles Thos. Cooper, Esq., Woodbridge. 
Miss Patrick, Woodbridge. . 
Rev. Daniel Jones, Wickham Market. 
Rev. J. W. Edwards, Wickham Market. | 


‘ 


Rev. J. W. H 


Thos. Cammac Birmingham. 
Rev. John Baird, 
Lieut. J. H. Cowan, Woolwich. 


DEPUTATION WORK. 

Mr. Arnold reported that be had attended 
a drawing-room meeting at Woodbridge, 
kindly convened by 8S. Alexander, Eaq., 
when much interest was awakened in the 
work of the Alliance, and several new mem- 
bers enrolled. 

General Field’s report on deputation work 
will be found in another column. 

OBITUARY. 

Read letter from the Secretary of the United 
States Branch of the Alliance, officialiy noti- 
fying the death of the Rev. Dr. Irengeus Prime, 
Editor of the New York Observer, and for 
many yeers one of the Honorary Secretaries 


‘of the Alliance in thet country. 


The following resolution was unanimously 
adepted by the Council, and the Secretary 
was instructed to forward a copy of it, both 
to the New York Committee and to the family 
of the late Dr. Prime :— 

“The Council have learned with much 
sorrow of the decease of the Rev. Dr. [rengous 
Prime, of New York, for many years one of 
the Han. Secretaries of the United States 
Branch of the Alliance. 

“In Dr. Prime the whole Evangelical 
Alliance has lost a cordial and attached 


— 


— 


- — 


| 
| 
united preyer daily 
of mectings; 3. Kindly forwe ef account 0 ngs 
| 


4 


PERSECUTIONS IN CHINA. 
A letter was read from the Kev. Dr. L. H. 


The Secretary reported that the Copen- 
hagen Conference Volume—the issue of 
which had been delayed, owing to the diffi- 
culty of obtaining some of the papers read at 
the Conference—would be published before 
the end of the present month. 


DEPUTATION WORK. | 


Women's Christian Association had been 


assembly of friends took 


and in an opening address expressed his 
warm sympathy with the principles and opera- 
tions of the Evangelical Alliance. He also 
strongly eulogized the scriptural basis of the 
society as specially valaable in these days, 
when false doctrine abounded, Some present 
bad not previously understood what were 
the aims and objects of the Alliance, and 
the address was listened to with deep interest. 
The deputation was warmly thanked, and 
many friends expressed their desire to be- 
come members of the society. 

A public meeting was held in the 
Assembly Roome on the evening of the 25th 
July, and the Rev. J. Urquhart took the 
chair. The subject of the address, which had 
been previously advertised, was “ The Love of 


place. The Rev. Prebendary Hunt presided, | the Brotherhood, as illustrated, enforced, and 
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of only in “This Council have received with profound 
the communication from the Consten- 
individual capacity ss Christian minister, | regret 
bat as editor of the Yew York Observer. EEE friends reporting recent cases of per- 
“ The Council aleo remember, with gratitude 
to God, how heartily their beloved 
operated with them im the work 
Alliance as opportunity offered, 
to 
United States Branch, and also to the Editor 
of the New York Observer. 
that the Rev. . ik- a= 
approaching Conference in Glasgow, had died 
suddenly afew days ago. suggestion 
. The Secretary was instructed to convey an as a protest against the fringemen igious 
expression of the sympathy of this Council | liberty, and as approving of the course pro- 
with the bereaved family. posed to be taken by this Council. 
The completed programme of the spproach- | (1: President of the Branch of the Alliance 
ing Conference in Glasgow was laid upon the | |. , Chine, on the subject of the 
table, and te Council expressed their grat.f- in various parte of 
cation at the satisfactory arrangements that pire. 
hed bean suave. COPENHAGEN CONFERENCE VOLUME. 
| RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN TURKEY. 
A letter was reed from the Secretary of the 
Constantinople Branch of the Evangelical 
Alliance, dated 28th July, and calling atten- 
tion to recent case of persecution, and also 
enclosing statemerts containing particulars. 
visited 
Reading on the 28th July to give an address 
on the principles and progress of the Evan- 
gelical Alliance. ‘The rooms of the Young 
Commitiee, and at 4 p.m. the meeting took 
place; buat, owing to a mistake of the printer 
in mot sending out notices, the attendance 
was small. At the close of the meeting 
several friends expresred their desire to 
become members of the society. 
On the 25th July, General Field proceeded 
to Westow-super-Mare, and a drawing-room 
meeting had been most kindly convened by 
Mrs. and Mies Naish at their residence. A 
and influential 


i] sma bes iff 


Constantinople, and intended to commu- | rounded the vessel and arrested the Professor, 


n~ 
‘ 
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